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week, I will again travel to Western 
Kentucky to visit some of the areas hit 
hardest by last month’s devastating 
tornado outbreak. The national news 
cameras may have left, but families in 
this part of the Commonwealth are 
still trying to pick up the pieces of 
their lives after losing homes, busi-
nesses, and loved ones. 

I am profoundly grateful to everyone 
contributing to the recovery process. 

Our utility workers are taking on the 
herculean task of restoring public serv-
ices. The Kentucky National Guard has 
played a crucial role in distributing 
supplies. Private individuals have do-
nated food, clothing, and blood. 

The Kentucky General Assembly just 
approved a State-funded relief package, 
and Kentucky’s entire Federal delega-
tion joined together to advocate di-
rectly for increased Federal aid. 

This is going to be a long process. It 
will require consistent support on the 
local, State, and Federal levels. Re-
building will take literally months and 
years—not days and weeks. 

Well, I will be with these commu-
nities every step of the way. 

Finally, beyond our shores, there re-
mains no shortage of forces that wish 
to harm America and our interests. 
Senators will vote today on a measure 
to impose sanctions on Nord Stream 2. 
We can send a strong warning to Putin 
that he won’t be allowed to use energy 
as a weapon. We can signal strong sup-
port for Eastern and Central European 
partners that have long opposed 
Putin’s pipeline. 

Even Democratic Senators who now 
oppose the sanctions they used to sup-
port acknowledge the pipeline is ‘‘a 
tool of malign influence of the Russian 
Federation.’’ 

Really, the Government of Germany 
should have shelved this project itself a 
long time ago. Berlin can still make 
the right call. 

These sanctions, like the prior Nord 
Stream 2 sanctions that had over-
whelming bipartisan support here in 
Congress, are not about driving a 
wedge in Europe. The pipeline itself is 
the wedge. That is the whole point. 
That has been Putin’s goal—decoupling 
Ukraine from Europe and making Eu-
rope even more reliant on Russian gas. 

So for Senators who seem more con-
cerned about standing with Berlin than 
with Kiev, this bill includes a waiver. 
We expect President Biden would actu-
ally exercise the waiver. 

But a clear bipartisan message would 
still be sent, just like when 98 Senators 
voted to enact CAATSA in 2017, just 
like when Democrats signed off on the 
previous bill to sanction Nord Stream 2 
in the 2020 NDAA. 

So I hope each of our colleagues will 
support Senator CRUZ’s measure. The 
Senate must show we are focused on 
real-life threats to democracy, to secu-
rity, and to our friends. 

As we speak, Russia is literally pre-
paring to escalate its military assault 
on Ukraine. It has amassed more than 
100,000 troops on Ukraine’s border. De-

terring Russian aggression and pre-
paring for the very real threat of a 
major war on the European Continent 
will take far more than these sanc-
tions. 

It will take urgency and seriousness 
from the administration. Time is of the 
essence. Our delays in getting emer-
gency assistance to Ukraine approved 
do not inspire much confidence. 

The administration cannot move at 
the speed of bureaucracy. That won’t 
cut it. Humanitarian and military sup-
port to Ukraine cannot wait. Rein-
forcing American and NATO positions 
in Europe cannot wait. 

We must not pull our punches out of 
some fear of provoking Putin. What 
will encourage Putin is if he senses 
American weakness. Ukraine and our 
eastern flank NATO allies deserve our 
support. 

They are on the frontlines of a much 
broader war that Russia and China are 
conducting against the democratic 
international order itself. This order 
helps America. It benefits our national 
interests, and it benefits our allies, but 
it is not going to enforce itself. It will 
not defend itself. And our allies will 
not act if America fails to lead. 

Our Nation’s contest with China and 
Russia is the biggest challenge we face. 
It will entail significant risks and per-
haps, God forbid, serious sacrifice. 

Meeting these challenges and pre-
venting the worst will take the kind of 
unity and bipartisanship that Presi-
dent Biden promised—not the out-
rageous—outrageous—and divisive par-
tisanship he has embraced. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROTECTING EUROPE’S ENERGY 
SECURITY IMPLEMENTATION ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to consideration of S. 3436, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S.3436) to require the imposition of 
sanctions with respect to entities responsible 
for the planning, construction, or operation 
of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and their cor-
porate officers and to apply congressional re-
view under the Countering America’s Adver-
saries Through Sanctions Act to the removal 
of sanctions relating to Nord Stream 2, and 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

S. 3436 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 

come to the floor today to speak in op-
position to S. 3436, which is the Nord 
Stream 2’s sanctions bill sponsored by 
Senator CRUZ. 

I certainly share the concerns that 
have been expressed just a few minutes 

ago by Senator MCCONNELL about the 
threat that Russia poses to Ukraine 
and to Eastern Europe and the role 
that Nord Stream 2 plays in that crit-
ical issue. 

I have been a strong and long-
standing opponent of Nord Stream 2. I 
believe now what I believed at the time 
that I originally cosponsored the Nord 
Stream 2 sanctions bill with Senator 
CRUZ; that the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline 
is a long-term threat to the energy se-
curity of Europe. 

But right now we are in a different 
place on this, and while Senator CRUZ 
and I worked together on sanctions leg-
islation to stop this pipeline, my dis-
agreement now with Senator CRUZ is in 
his approach to what we need to do to 
address what is right now a much more 
serious threat to Europe, to NATO, to 
the transatlantic alliance, and that is 
Russia’s threat against Ukraine. 

And what Senator CRUZ’s bill would 
do is not stop Nord Stream 2; it would 
undermine the current diplomatic situ-
ation that is absolutely critical if we 
are going to respond to the Russian 
threat. 

His bill is a vote—supporting his bill 
would be a vote to compromise the 
transatlantic community. It is a vote 
that breaks the message of bipartisan 
support in the face of Russian aggres-
sion and, furthermore, not just bipar-
tisan support but allied support with 
the United States and Germany and 
Western Europe against the threat that 
Russia poses to Ukraine and really to 
Eastern Germany if they take this ac-
tion. 

The dynamics on Nord Stream 2 have 
changed since Senator CRUZ and I 
fought for the passage of legislation to 
prevent the completion of that pipe-
line. At the time, we worked together 
to provide the Trump administration 
with critical tools to sanction this 
pipeline, and we did that because there 
were some members of the Trump ad-
ministration who came to us and said: 
We need this legislation because the 
administration has not acted. 

And the fact is, 95 percent of the con-
struction of the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline 
was completed during the Trump years. 
Unfortunately, the Trump administra-
tion, even after we passed that sanc-
tions legislation, sat on those sanc-
tions. 

They waited until literally the last 
day of the Trump administration to 
sanction just one entity, just one enti-
ty in 4 years. And so what we saw is 
what I just said; that 95 percent of that 
pipeline was completed during the 
Trump years. 

Now, we are in a very different situa-
tion right now, unfortunately, because 
we are in a situation where Russia is 
threatening Ukraine, and we need to 
work closely with our European allies 
to present a united front against Rus-
sia. 

We have strengthened our relation-
ship with our German allies. The Biden 
administration has restored a diplo-
macy-first foreign policy, which seeks 
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